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BEAR PRINT  

N orth Aiken Elementary School has adopted and 

embraced statements that demonstrate the daily 

commitment and beliefs of teaching and learning at our 

school.  Our belief statements were 

the result of a passionate 

conversation among the staff held 

over the summer two years ago.  It 

was important to the staff that anyone 

who walks into North Aiken 

Elementary would recognize through 

interactions and exchanges among 

students and staff members that We 

Believe Together is Better, 

Commitment is Key, Learning is a 

Process, Creativity is Essential, and 

Success is the Only Option. 

Our new newsletter, The Bear Print, will highlight these 

beliefs and demonstrate our efforts to put those beliefs into 

action.  

TOGETHER IS BETTER is one of our belief tenets.  When staff, 

parents, community members and district leaders work 

together, our students reap the many social and educational 

benefits. In working together, feedback from our parents is 

expected and parental involvement is valued.   

Throughout the year, we host parenting events to show 

appreciation to our parents, offer strategies to support 

student learning at home and to solicit parental feedback.  

These events include a Day with Dads, Moving with Moms, 

Parent University, and Reading and Math Nights, as well as 

PTO and SIC meetings. 

Our community also truly embraces 

the belief that Together is Better.  

Several nearby churches donate 

school supplies and clothes to our 

students throughout the school year.  

GlaxoSmithKline sends a holiday 

visitor bearing books for every child in 

the building.  Grace Clay supports 

North Aiken Elementary throughout 

the school year, requesting and 

fulfilling needs of individual students. 

While we have various organizations donating items to our 

school, we also have committed members of the community 

who donate the most valuable resource of all-their time. Our 

mentors and volunteers include business owners, Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity members, community trailblazers, and our very 

own Aiken County Public School district leaders.    

North Aiken Elementary School embraces the support of our 

many stakeholders.  We are a community-based school 

grounded in the belief that Together is Better.   

                                                                                                                             

Elisa Sanders-Pee, Principal 

                                       

W E  B E L I E V E :   

Together is Better. 

Commitment is Key.  

Learning is a Process. 

Creativity is Essential. 

Success is the Only Option. 

TO G E T H E R  I S  B E T T E R  at North Aiken Elementary School & we 

invite you to stay engaged with our school, students and district by 

reading future issues of THE BEAR PRINT electronically on our 

website, acpsd.net/NAES.  



I S  K E Y                                     to the Emerald City 
Reading Program, a kid-friendly 
literacy-rich game implemented at 
North Aiken this year.  

The reading program encourages 
independent recreational reading 
among our students and  recognizes 
students for reading success.  

Grade levels have criteria that must be 

met in order to reach a stop along the 

road. Reading to the Emerald City 

doesn’t happen in a day, a week or 

even a month. Students must be 

committed to reading and reaching 

stops along the way, knowing that the 

Emerald City is the ultimate 

destination.  

When students make their way to the 

city of the green gem, they are 

awarded with a certificate and 

celebrated with a published photograph and invited to attend a special celebration. The journey continues from there 

as students are invited to make their way towards further reading success as they read to the Emerald City again.  

 "I’m enjoying reading to the Emerald City…It 
helps me to do well on Reading Inventory and 
improve my Lexile.  Best of all, reading is fun!" 

 
Christopher | 5th Grade 

” 

is a  PROCESS  L E A R N I N G   
Waterford Early Learning has students in 

Kindergarten through 1st grades excited 

about reading, math and science.   

Waterford Technology personalizes each 

student’s learning experience by 

automatically individualizing the path of 

instruction for each child based on need.   

Students spend at least 15 minutes with 

reading & 15 minutes with math & science 

daily.  

5K students are most excited about the 

animation, art, lively characters, memorable 

stories, catchy songs, interactive games and 

digital books.   

     

” 

“I love the ‘Would You Rather’ part when you’re 
reading; you actually can make a story.” Aimee | 5K  

COMMITMENT   



 

“CREATING THE WESTWARD EXPANSION SONG HELPED 
US ON OUR TEST BECAUSE THE WAY WE MADE THE 
WORDS RHYME HELPED US REMEMBER THE 
VOCABULARY WORDS AND OTHER IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION. THE SONG WAS A CREATIVE WAY TO 
HELP US HAVE FUN WHILE LEARNING INFORMATION 
ABOUT WESTWARD EXPANSION!”  

Asia | 5th grade  

” 

WESTWARD EXPANSION   

BY THE FIFTH GRADE                                                                             
Westward Expansion (x2) 

Pioneers moved west because the land 

was the best and they didn’t have to 

pay because the Homestead Act 

Life got tough 

When Native Americans attacked their 

stuff ----- 

And this is the climate----- 

They had to fight---- 

If they did not get ---- 

The timing right ---- 

LIKE: snow, sleet, dust storms, 
tornadoes (x2)  

Westward Expansion (x2)  

Wait! You got to watch out for the 

snake! It’s not real it’s fake. These rivers 

could make you shake. Like the 

Mississippi River, Colorado River, 

Columbia River...  

But that’s not all technology helped us 

all the windmill had a purpose to bring 

water to the surface the steel plow to 

the hard packed Earth the pioneers 

could make their worth. Now hold up! 

Don’t be a sleeper. This made harvest 

easier. It was the mechanical reaper 

Westward Expansion (x2) 

St. Louis they called it the Gateway to 

the West. You had to travel it on your 

quest to the land that was the best.  

The Great American Desert had little 

rain. It was also called the Great Plains.  

Westward Expansion (x2) 

The Rocky Mountains had jagged 

edges. It also had very high ledges.  

The Transcontinental Railroad 

transported goods to the fellows and 

boom towns got developed. Bison got 

shot and that was whack it was 

because they messed up the tracks! And 

this had a negative impact! 

NORTH AIKEN’S DECEMBER                                     

CHARACTER ASSEMBLY  
12.7.16 

I S  E S S E N T I A L   

The “Westward Expansion” unit in fifth grade social studies is jam-packed with 

new vocabulary and facts about this important time period in American History.  

North Aiken students took creativity to another level by creating a song to help 

them remember the new material.  

Each day, after learning something new, students worked together to brainstorm 

and write  lyrics to add to the song.  

“They really had to know the material to come up with that song,” fifth grade 

social studies teacher Katie Pope commented. “Westward Expansion proved to 

be one of our most successful units because of that song and the repetition of 

content.”  

The catchy tune (shown right) will be performed by our students live on 

December 7 and there’s plenty of room in the wagon for you! We hope you can 

join us for this historical event being held in the Multipurpose Room at 7:45 a.m.   

CREATIVIT Y  

 SAVE THE DATE  



SOME SAY THAT EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN LIFE, YOU 
LEARN IN KINDERGARTEN. WHAT DID YOU LEARN IN YOUR 
PRIMARY YEARS THAT HAS STUCK WITH YOU? The lessons I 
learned at home were put into practice during my years at North 
Aiken Elementary — smile and say hi, share and play fair, say 
please and thank you, clean up what you mess up, respect your 
elders, pay attention in class, and apologize when you know you 
should have done better.  These same lessons have done wonders 
for some of the successes I have experienced in my adult life.  

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR NORTH AIKEN 
STUDENTS?  Love to learn.  Even if the subject is hard, you can do 
well in school and later in your profession if you are excited about 
learning something new and doing your homework-that way you 
can grow, become smarter, and find joy learning new things about 
life, about others, and even about yourself.   

 WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE CHILDHOOD BOOK? “Green Eggs and 
Ham,” of course.  There was something intriguing about Dr. Seuss 
taking a popular southern breakfast and turning it green. I was so 
fascinated by the catchy rhymes and unusual adventures that I 
memorized the whole book.  My older cousin “taught” me how to 
read using this book, only to realize later I was reciting the words 
before she turned the page.   

 WHAT ARE THE WORDS YOU LIVE BY? I strive to live by the two 
most powerful commandments:  Love God and love your neighbor 
as you love yourself.  I also often quote “See It Through” by Edgar 
A. Guest.  These principles are the foundation of the first question 
of "everything you need to know in life" and how to keep pressing 
forward to do good things, even when the pathway seems hard. 

 Read more about Mr. Clyburn, including his favorite memories at 
North Aiken, by visiting us online at acpsd.net/NAES.   

I  A M   NORTH  

Successful students know that sometimes their 

tasks will be difficult, yet their persistence keeps 

them going.  

North Aiken Elementary is celebrating this month students that are achieving academic success as demonstrated by their 

recognition on the Honor Roll. Congratulations to all students working hard to achieve success. Our “A” HONOR ROLL 

students are celebrated below. For a listing of all students recognized for their academic achievements this quarter,  please 

visit our website. Matty Avendano, Talisha Curry, Kaveon Gill, Zamora Hickson, Asia Isaac, Aubria Johnson, Zyerra Miller, 

Zy'Ques Butler, Neveah D'Andrea, Malik Holmes, Ty'Kirriah Papageorge, Faith Wright, Ka'Mirra Gleaton, Breonna Holman, 

Jayden Lee, Maurice Robinson, Jarrell Williams, Sanora Ables, Michael Atterberry, Aaliyah Brown, Riyhana Bush, Armani 

Byrd, Zoe Carmichael, Kingston Carter, Kaiden Cheatham, Kimahri Ellis, Ta'mahje Ervin, Karmen Hall, Kimora Hamilton, 

Caleb Jenkins, Makayla Johnson, Zane Johnson, Zykeria Johnson, Marcus Key-Foskey, Harold Matheney, Amari Matthews, 

Cameron Owens, Kelton Perry, Armani Philpot, Tyrus Price, Corey Ryans, Naryah Thomas, Azariya Washington-Dobbs, 

Damaia Wilson, and Ke'Aura Wright.   

A I K E N    with …. 

C O M M I S S I O N E R  W I L L I A M  C LY B U R N ,  J R .  

Before Mr. William Clyburn, Jr., ever set foot in 
Washington, D.C., in 1998 as former President Bill 
Clinton’s appointed U.S. Surface Transportation 
Board Commissioner, and before he earned an 
undergraduate degree in ceramic engineering 
from the Georgia Institute of Technology and a 
juris doctorate from the University of South 
Carolina, he was a North Aiken Elementary School 
Bear.  
 
Mr. Clyburn’s time spent at North Aiken helped to 
prepare him for a lifetime of service, which he 
continues today as the head of consulting firm 
Clyburn & Associates and volunteer mentor and 
tutor to inner-city youth.  
 
Mr. Clyburn and his wife live in our Nation’s 
Capital where they raise their two children. Here 
are a few of the questions we asked former North 
Aiken student William Clyburn, Jr. when we 
caught up with him during his visit to North Aiken 
for Career Day.  
 

SUCCESS IS THE ONLY OPTION 


